THE SILENCE OF MAUGLAIVES

The lawsuit proved very expensive, and Gabriel lost it. The inherit-
ance was divided into two. The court nevertheless recognized that the
Chateau of Mauglaives and all its contents should go to the La
Monnerie heirs. Which was satisfactory from the moral point of view,
but a catastrophe from the financial.

For the valuation of Mauglaives,, its park and its contents was greater
than the monetary estate. Part of the woods and land had also to be
given up to the Bondumonts, and several of the farms had to be sold
to pay the cost of the lawsuit and death duty.

Thus Jean-Noel and Marie-Ange, who had been born the richest
babies in Paris, saw, by the time they had barely reached adolescence,
the second instalment of the immense fortune, which had been their
birthright, disappear. Orphans, whose father and mother had died
in equally mysterious and tragic circumstances, they had to face life
alone, having been brought up with the habits and outlook conditioned
by wealth, merely to inherit a huge half-medieval, half-Renaissance
fortress, whose roofs they would not even be able to keep in repair.
They were now old enough to understand their position, and began to
look at their circumstances and the world in general with a certain
hardness.

Furthermore they were going to change their guardian for the fourth
time.

For indeed, one day in October 1932 Gabriel presented old Madame
de La Monnerie with his accounts, drawn up with a handsome margin
and lines in red ink.

He had decided to rejoin the Army, and had asked Sylvaine to obtain
for him Simon Lachaume's support, that he might be posted to the
regiment of his choice in southern Algeria.

Madame de La Monnerie, surprising though it may seem, was quite
sorry to see Gabriel go; she had become accustomed to him during
these last months and had found many good qualities in him, "Pity,"
she thought, "that he did not get on with my daughter."

Aunt Isabelle was appointed guardian to replace Gabriel.

Mauglaives was shut up, and only Florent and his wife remained
there to keep the rooms aired.

The balustrade of the balcony had not been repaired. The broken
stones had merely been put on one side.

It was agreed that Laverdure should keep a few hounds and two
horses so as to preserve, under the vague authority of Commandant
Gilon, with whom Gabriel had now made it up, a sort of nucleus of a
hunt. "Monsieur Jean-Noel will decide what he wants to do when he
comes of age ..."

Laverdure also undertook all the duties of bailiff and agent.

When Gabriel received his posting, he came to Mauglaives for the
last time, and collected from a tin trunk his smart red tunic with its
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